CHAIRPERSON
Michael R. Peevey

President
California Public Utilities Commission

SECRETARY
Barbara O'Conner, Ph.D.
Emeritue Director, Institute for

the Study of Pelitics and Media
Emerilus Professor
Communications Studies
California State University, Sacramento

TREASURER

Rich Motta

Retired Vice President
ATET

Jeff Campbell

Vice President, The Amaricas
Global Govarnment Affairs
Cisco Systems, Inc.

Rachelle Chong
Stratagic Consullant

Former Federal Communications Commissioner
Farmer Califernia Public Utilitias Commissioner

The Honorable Martha M. Escutia

Former California State Senator
Vice Prosident Government Relations
University of Southern Califarnio

Barbara Johnston
CEQ
HealthlinkNow Inc.

Jim Kirkland
Ganeral Counsel

Trimble Navigation Limited

The Honerable Lleyd Levine

Former Califernia State Assemblymember

President
Filament Strategies

Sam Overton

Prasident

City of Los Angeles
Commission on Disability

Darrell J. Stewart
Public Sactor Managar
Intel, Americas

Carol Whiteside
Pariner
California Strategies , LLC

PRESIDENT & CEQ
Sunne Wright McPeak
California Emerging Technology Fund

CauirorniA EMERGING TECHNOLOGY FuND
www.cetfund.org

The Hearst Building

5 Third Street, Suite 320
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-744-CETF (2383)

1000 N. Alomeda Stroet, Suite 240
Los Angeles, CA 90012
213-443.9952

LAY

Cay
IR 3
OBRNIA EMERGING TECHNOLOGY F

January 31, 2014

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE:  California Telehealth Network
HCP 17211 Denial of Eligibility for 29 Entities

This letter supports the appeal by the California Telehealth Network (CTN) of the
denial of 29 provider sites to participate in the Healthcare Connect Fund (HCF).
The California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF) urgently requests that the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) reverse this decision to allow non-
rural healthcare providers that are not Federally Qualified Health Centers or
HRSA-designated Community Health Centers to participate consistent with the
previous practices implemented under the Rural Health Care Pilot Program
(RHCPP). CETF supports the participation of these healthcare providers as an
integral part of the emerging broadband-enabled healthcare delivery system CTN
provides throughout California.

CETF works across all regions and in all corners of California to close the Digital
Divide and we are intimately familiar with the most disadvantaged communities.
We see daily the many ways in which broadband access transforms lives,
especially for low-income neighborhoods and the poorest Californians. That is
why CETF helped found CTN and is a major funder, providing both the cash
match for the FHCPP and additional operating capital. We know the potential of
telehealth to transform healthcare if CTN is robust, comprehensive, and inclusive.
While CETF has championed telehealth for rural communities and Tribal Lands
as a broadband deployment strategy, we also have actively urged all urban
facilities to joint CTN because urban medically-underserved neighborhoods look
very much like rural medically-underserved when it comes to the availability of
quality healthcare and trained providers.

Thus, CETF strongly urges the FCC to move quickly to reinstate the eligibility of
these urban healthcare providers consistent with previous RHCPP practices. We
strategically support the CTN consortium because of the importance of the
participation of both rural and non-rural healthcare providers in the delivery of
broadband-enabled healthcare services to improve access, quality and cost-
effectiveness. Non-rural healthcare organizations are vital to the sustainability
and provision of specialty care and other vital resources to rural communities.

Sincerely,
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Sunne Wright McPeak
President and CEO



